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INTRODUCTION. 

It is intended in the “ Tantrik Text Series ” of which the 
present is the first volume, to print hitherto unpublished 
Tantras, or Tantrik works, or to reprint such as have become 
scarce or -were issued in an incomplete form. 

Particular Tantras have been from time to time printed by 
others, such as the well-known Mahanirvana, and the Kali, 
Meru, and other Tantras ; the Prana-tos/dnl, Tantrasara, Sara- 
da-tilaka, Shaktananda-taranginl, S/fat-chakra-nirupana, Pava- 
navijaya-svarodaya, and similar Tantrik works and compendia. 
The chief collection is that edited by Shriyukta Rasik Mohan 
Chattopadhyaya, who has published in Bengali character at 
Calcutta, some forty Tantras and other Tantrik works ; viz : — 
Mundamala, Shakta-krama, Maya, Bhuta-shuddhi, Kaulikar- 
chana-dxpika, Kubjika, Vishva-sara, Purashcharana-rasollasa 
Shaktananda-Tarangim, Nila, Todala, Gandharva, Rudra- 
yamala (Uttara-bhaga), Gupta-sadhana, Gayatri, Phetkarinl, 
Niruttara, Mahachinachara-krama, Nirvana, Krama-dlpika, 
Mantra- ko.s7;a, YoginI, Kularnava, Kamakya, Kangkalamalinl, 
MatNka-bheda, Kamadhenu, Maha-nirvana, Sanatkumara, 
Sarada-tilaka, Tripurasara -samuehchay a, U dd amareshvara , 
Kaulavali, Mantramahodadhi, Bnhannila, Tararahasya, Radha 
and Shyamarahasya. 

A smaller collection of some of the same Tantras has been 
published at Calcutta in Devanagarl by Pandit Jivananda 
Vidyasagara. The latter series includes Kularnava, Tara- 
rahasya, Tripurasara-samuchehaya, Mahanirvana, Yogini, 
Rudrayamala (Uttara-bhaga), Shyamarahasya Tantras; the 
Saradatilaka, Prana -tos/iinl, Mantramahodadhi; also a collec- 
tion of smaller works on “ Magic ” (Indrajfila) entitled Indra- 
jalavidya-sangraha. 



A very large amount of work has however yet to be done 
before anything like an adequate collection of the most import- 
ant of extant MSS. is made. These are yearly being lost or 
destroyed, and if the ancient Shastra is to be preserved, steps 
must be taken for that purpose at once. The extent of the 
Tantra Shastra may in a small degree be made apparent by a 
reference to the groups (of 64 Tantras each) which have been 
assigned to the regions known as Yis/mu-kriinta, Ratha-kranta 
and Ashva-kranta, 

The following Tantras are assigned by the Mahasiddha- 
sara Tantra to the several regions though there are differences 
of opinion as regards particular Tantras. Thus in the first list 
some would exclude the Tantrantara and include the Yogar- 
nava. Some Tantras appear in more than one of these lists. 

The Tantras of the Vi.$.4mi-kriinta are said to include the 
following: — . ; "■■■: i 

1. Siddhishvara, 2. Kali-tan tra, 3. Kularnava, 4. Jnanar- 
nava, 5. Nila-tantra, 6. Phetkarl, 7. Devyagama, 8. Uttara, 
9. Shri-krama, 10. Siddhi-yamala, 11. Matsya-aiikta, 12. Sid- 
dhasara, 13. Siddhi-sarasvata, 14. Yarahi, 15. Yogini, 16. 
Gaweshavimars/imi, 17. Nitya-tantra, 18. Shivfigama, ID. 
Chamunda, 20. Mundamala, 21. Hangsa-Maheshvara, 22. 
Niruttara, 23. Kulaprakashaka, 24. Devlkalpa, 25. Gandharva, 
26. Kriyasara, 27. Nibandha, 28. Svatantra, 29. Sammohana, 
30. Tantra-raja, 31. Lalita, 32. Riidha, 33. Malini, 34. Rudra- 
yamala, 35. Bn'hat-Shrikrama, 36. GavaksAa, 37 Sukuinudini, 
38. Vishuddheshvara, 39. Malini-vijaya, 40, Samayilehara, 
41. Bhairavi, 42. Yoginihndaya, 43. Bhairava, 44. Sanat 
kumara, 45. Yoni, 46. Tantrantara, 47. Navaratneshvara, 
48. Kula-ehudamard, 49. Bhavachudiuuani, 50. Deva-prakasha, 
51. Kamakhya, 52. Kamadhenu, 53. Kumari, 54. Bhiita- 
damara, 55. Yamala, 56. Brahma-jnlmala, 57. Yishvasara, 
58. Mahakala, 59. Kuloddisha, 60. Kulamnta, 61. Kubjika, 
62. Yantra-chintamara, 63, Kali-vilasa, 64. Mayatantra. 


iii 

The following are given as Ratha-kranta Tantras : — - 

1. Chinmaya, 2. Matsya-sfikta, 3. MahisAa-mardini, 
4. Matrfkodaya, 5. Hangsa-Maheshvara, 6. Meru, 
7. Mahanila, 8. Mabiinirvima, 9. Bhu ta-<7amara, 10. Deva- 
tfamara, 11. V ija-chin tamani , 12. Eka-ja^a, 13. Vasudeva- 
rahasya, 14. Bnhad-gautarmya, 15. Varnoddhnti, 16. Chha- 
yiinila, 17. Bnhad-yoni, 18. Brahma-jnana, 19. GarucAi, 

20. Varna -vilasa, 21. Bala-vilasa, 22. Purashcharana- 
chandrika, 23. Purashcharana-rasollasa, 24. Panehadashi, 
25. Piehchhila, 26. Prapancha-sara, 27. Parameshvara, 28. 
Navaratneshvara, 29. Naradlya, 30. Nagarjuna, 31. Yoga- 
sara, 32. DaksAinamurti, 33. Yogasvarodaya, 34. YaksAi- 

nitantra, 35. Svarodaya, 36. Jnanabhairava, 37. B kasha - 

bhairava, 38. Rajaraj esh vari, 39. Revatl, 40. Sarasa, 41. 

Indra-jala, 42. KWkalasadipaka, 43. Kangkalamalim, 44. 
Kalottama, 45. YaksAa-cZaraara, 46. Sarasvati, 47. Sarada, 
48. Shakti-sanggaraa, 49. Shaktikagama-sarvasva, 50. Sam- 
mohini, 51. .dcharasara, 52. Ghlnachara, 53. SAacAunnaya, 
54. Karala-bhairava, 55. Shoclha., 56. MahalaksAmi, 57. 
Kaivalya, 58. Kula-sadbhava, 59. Siddhitaddhari, 60. Kri- 
ti-sara, 61. Kala-bhairava, 62. U <&2amaresh vara, 63. Maha- 
kala, 64. Bhilfca-bhairava. 

The Tantras of Ashva-kmnta are said to include the 
following 

1. Bhuta-shuddhi, 2. Gupta-diksAa, 3. Bnhat-sara, 
4. Tattva-sara, 5. Varna-sara, 6. Kriya-sara, 7. Gupta- 
tantra, 8. Gupta-sara, 9. BWhatto<£ala, 10. Bnhan-nirvarea, 
11. BWhat-kangkal ini, 12. Siddha-tantra, 13. Kala-tantra, 
14. Shiva-tantra, 15. Saratsara, 16. Gauri-tantra, 17. 
Yoga-tantra, 18. Dharmaka-tantra, 19. Tattva-ehintamani, 
20. Vindu-tantra, 21. Maha-yogini, 22. Bnhad-yogini, 23. 
Shiva.rchehana,24. Samvara, 25. Shulirn, 26. Maha-rnfilini, 
27. MoksAa, 28. Bnhan-malini, 29. Maha-moksAa, 30, 
Brihan-moksAa, 31, Gopi-tantra, 32, Bhfita-lipi, 33. KaminI, 


84. Mohinl, 35. Mohana, 36. Sanhrana, 37. Kaiua-keshara, 
38. Maha- vira, 39. ChucZamara, 40. Gurvarchchana, 41. 
Gopya, 42. Tiks/ina, 43. Mangala, 44. Kamaratna, 45. Gopa- 
lilam-Wta, 46. Brahmandla, 47. China. 48. Maha-niruttara, 
49. Bhuteshvara, 50. Gayatri, 51, Vishuddheshvara, 
52. Yogarwava, 53. Bheran^S, 54. Mantrachintamani, 
55. Yantraehudamani, 56. Vidyullata, 57. Bhubaneshvai’I, 
58. Lilavatl, 59. Bnhach-chma, 60. Kuranja, 61. Jayaradhn- 
madhava, 62. Ujjasaka, 63. Dhiimavatl, 64. Shiva. 

Given the rapid disappearance of MSS., the paucity of 
printed texts, and the general ignorance which prevails as to 
their subject matter, many at the present day are disposed to 
say that none of these matters have any importance, and that 
if the Shastra threatens to pass into oblivion, that is where it 
ought to go. Few, if any, of those who take this view have any 
knowledge of the subject which they condemn. It will, how- 
ever, be sufficient here to say that it must be universally con- 
ceded that the Tantra has firstly historical value, and is second- 
ly the only source whence a knowledge of Sadhana in all its 
aspects may be learnt. To the mere student of religions, 
therefore, who approaches the matter with an interest which is 
purely historical, the Shastra will be found to be worth his 
study apart from the intrinsic value (if in his opinion any) 
which it may possess. The answer to the question whether the 
exposition of such Sadhana has any other than an historical 
value, must of course depend upon the point of view of the 
reader. That it has such value is a personal opinion for which I 
have given shortly some general reasons elsewhere, which I 
hope to elaborate in greater detail at some future time. For 
many years past, however, the Shastra has suffered neglect at 
the hands of both Indian and European scholars alike, though 
of course the Sadhaka has adhered to the Mantra or Sadhana 
Shastra, as it is rightly specifically called, having learnt from the 
Guru the key whereby it may be understood, and gained 
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personal experience of the truth of its claims to be a pra- 
tyaksAa scripture. For it is said that it is only by such 
initiation ( shn-ndtha-vaktrdt ) and personal experience that 
certain portions of the Shastra can be fully understood. From 
whom may the subtle principles of Mantra-tattva be learnt if 
not from the accredited exponents of Mantra-shastra ? And the 
same may be said of Sadhana and Yoga. For the purposes 
for which the Shastra was proclaimed the written word and 
the knowledge gained therefrom ( pustake likhitd vidyd) of 
themselves Avail, it is said, but little. And so in the Sh&t- 
chakra-nirupana which is published in the second volume of this 
series, it is said of the Yoga process there described “ It cau be 
learnt from the Guru alone, and not from ten million Shastras.” 

If that be true, this Series will however at least serve a 
more limited purpose, namely the preservation of a written 
record which is now perishing, but which if saved from loss, 
will prove both of literary interest to the student, and of real 
value to the Sadhaka who reading it with faith, and by the aid 
of its authorised expositors, will achieve by its means some 
practical result. For how many ‘ learned ’ there are who pass 
through life like the mule laden with books as described by the 
Hindu poet ? Those for whom it will be so operative must 
ordinarily be Hindus. For whilst the general principles of all 
religions are, when rightly understood, fundamentally, though 
not formally, the same, the Sadhana by which they are in prac- 
tice realised must necessarily to a considerable extent vary with 
the individual and his race. Even here however it will be 
found that there are matters of general applicability, though 
the mode and terms in which they should be presented may 
again vary according to the language and creed of those to 
whom their exposition is addressed. There are also other 
subjects of the Tantra Shastra both of theory and practice, 
which when understood will be found to possess a general 
scientific and metaphysical interest. 



The works which have been chosen for publication in the 
first volume of the series are of the Dictionary Class. It was 
customary with Parents in past- time to make excerpts from 
Tantras of such portions as might be of general importance 
and of current use. Thus the Prakarantara Mantra-bhidhana 
is reputed to be part of the Rudrayamala the first portion of 
which, so far as I am aware, is not found. The Matrfkani- 
ghantu and the Vijanighaniu or Mantra-kosAa by JBhairava 
Rishi are dictionaries of the single vowels and consonants of the 
Sanskrit alphabet. Both are now published from ancient MSS. 
for the first time. They give the Tantrik meaning of the 
vowels and then of the consonants with a view to facilitate 
the understanding o c ' the Tantrika vijas or mantras of that 
name. These vijas are generally given in the texts in a covert 
way. Thus in the Triputa-stotra cited in the Tantra-sara it is 
said “ Such as recite the first of thy golden vija, Vakam placed 
on Vahni accompanied by tri-murtti combined with shashcmgka 
( voJcang vahni- sang sthang trimiirttyd prajushtang shashdngkena 
yuktam) attain all prosperity.” This standing by itself is 
unintelligible, but Vakam which ordinarily means a “ crane,” 
in its special vija sense is ’K, Vahni or fire is T, Tri-murtti 
or the trinity is % and Shashdngka or the moon cr that in 
“ whose lap is the hare ” or man in the moon is * chandra- 
vindu. The vija therefore referred to in the stotra is 'st + t + 

■f + “ which is the Laks/iml-vlja, “ Shrmg.” The vctrna 
equivalent of these terms must thus be understood before the 
vija referred to can be read. 

So again the Kdli-vija is composed of the first of the 
Ka- varga, ( sr ) vahni, rati and vindu. The last three are terms 
for T, t, and chandravmdu, the vija referred to being living. 
A reference to the Ko sha under 'f will show that by Rati that 
vowel is referred to, and that the same vowel has other con- 
notations such as Govinda, Tri-murtti, 'VamaksAi, Kamala. 
Kala, Maya, LaksAmI, Shanti and Vais Ana vL Similarly the 


meaning of Yahni (the t vlja) and of vindn or anusvara may 
be learnt. 

The jEkdkshara-kosha and Dvyakshara-kosh a are of the 
same character as the former works, in that the first-named 
gives the meanings of words of one letter, and the second of 
two lettered words. They are both ancient dictionaries. The 
two latter Kosfra however differ from the M a tr f k an i gh arUu. and 
Ylja-Nighaviiu, in that the Ekak.s/iara and Dvyaks/zara state 
the general literary meaning of the words cited, whereas the 
latter gives the Pdribhdshika or technical meaning according 
to Tantra. Thus whereas ^ in its general sense means “ water” 
in its special or technical sense in the Shastra it denotes 
Krodhisha, one of the Bhairavas. The 1 EkaksAara though 
previously published has been reprinted as it may be of service 
to compare the general and technical meaning of the varna 
therein dealt with. 

The Vija-nigha«£u, Mairfka-nighaniu and Mudra-nighan- 
tu are Divisions of the Mantra- Kosha. The Mudra nighanitu 
though it cannot be said to be exhaustive gives a description of 
Mudra in use in both Upasana and Hai/myoga. All the 
Dictionaries except the Ekaks/iara are now first printed. 

Another work of the Dictionary class which it is hoped to 
publish, and which may meanwhile be recommended to those 
students of Shastra who are fortunate enough to possess one of 
the rare copies now extant, is the Praraakris/ma-shabdambuddhi 
compiled at the instance of Prana-kns/ma Biswas as was the 
better known and published Tantrik compendium called after 
him — the Prawatos/uwL The first-named work gives the 
meaning of a number of terms to be found in this and other 
Shastras even though it be sometimes with a terseness which 
may seem inadequate to the otherwise uninformed reader. Yet 
another work now out of print is the YijoddharakosAa by 
Dak.sMrtamurti-muni. printed at Benares some 45 years ago. To 
introduce however variety the second volume of this series con- 
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tains the celebrated S'/iatchakranirupana of Purnananda-svaml, 
b e i n o- a portion of his very extensive work the Shn-tattva-ehin- 
tnmani, with notes by Kall-charana and Shangkara; the Paduka- 
panchaka with notes by the former ; and notes from the /ika of 
Vishvanatha on the second Pafeda of the Ivaivalya-Tvahka 
Tantra of which I have so far not come across a copy. This 
second volume is now ready. The third and fourth volumes 
which are in the press will contain the celebrated Piapanchu- 
sara which though so frequently cited in Tantrik literature has 

not I believe yet been published. It is intended to bring out 
later the Prapanchasara-sambandha-dipika and the Prapaneha- 
saravivarana by Padmapadacharyva one of the disciples of the 
great Shangkara. The contents of further volumes will be 
notified on the appearance of the third. 

Arthur Avalon. 


Calcutta, 
January 1913. 
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